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1 September 2020 

Dear OC Catholic School Community, 

Blessings to you on this first day of September! As we begin this extraordinary school year, I am filled 
with great excitement and immense joy to announce that our students in grades TK-6 may begin in-
person instruction on September 8!  Our journey back has not been without challenges, but I feel 
confident in knowing that our schools have worked hard all summer to ensure that our students, 
teachers, and staff can return to a safe and healthy campus that is conducive to teaching, learning, and 
faith formation.  

It is important for you to know that, currently, seven of our elementary schools have received waivers. 
The remaining waiver applications are being reviewed and processed by the county and state health 
agencies, and we anticipate approval before the end of the week. The waivers allow students in grades 
TK-6 to return to campus for in-person instruction; this is true even if the state Safer at Home order is 
reinstated. I am extremely grateful to our principals, teachers, and their COVID-19 Health and Safety 
Committees who worked tirelessly on creating safe school re-opening plans and waiver applications.  

Additionally, on August 28, Governor Newsom announced the Blueprint for a Safer Economy. After 
some initial confusion as to how this might affect school re-opening, we received confirmation from 
OC County Health Officer, Dr. Clayton Chau, that as long as Orange County continues trending in a 
positive way, TK-12 schools can re-open for in-person instruction on September 22, 2020. This is great 
news for our schools who have worked hard on their re-opening plans. Each school’s re-opening plan is 
posted on the school’s website and is aligned with the CDPH Health and Safety Checklist which 
includes: 1) Campus Access; 2) Hygiene; 3) Protective Equipment; 4) Physical Distancing; 5) Cleaning 
and Disinfecting; 6) Employee Issues; 7) Communication with Students, Parents, Employees, Public 
Health and Community; and 8) Identification, Tracing of Contacts, and Testing. Please note that while 
each school’s re-opening plan is unique to its campus, all of our schools will follow the diocesan 
guidelines for re-opening Catholic Schools.  

As we prepare for the year ahead, I am filled with hope for the future of our schools and the future of 
our Church. We remain committed to you, our OC Catholic families, and will continue to work hard to 
bring the highest level of academic excellence and faith formation experience to your children. While 
we still have numerous challenges that surround us, I cannot help but reflect on the words of Thomas 
Merton, “He who hopes in God trusts God, Whom he never sees, to bring him to the possession of 
things that are beyond imagination.” With hope and trust in Our Lord, may we dare to imagine great 
things for your children this year and beyond! Thank you for your partnership on our journey. 

In mission, 

 
 
Erin C.O. Barisano, Ed. D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
Diocese of Orange 

https://covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/
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